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Do  you  .  .  . 

•  want  information  on  outdoor  recreation  in 
Illinois? 

•  need  technical  assistance  on  a  fisheries, 
forestry  or  wildlife  problem? 

•  desire  a  license  or  permit  application? 

If  so,  this  brochure  can  help  you! 

The  preservation,  conservation  and 
enhancement  of  Illinois’  natural  and  cultural 
resources  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Department  of  Conservation.  The 
Department,  managing  nearly  300,000  acres 
of  public  land,  provides  many  of  the  state’s 
outdoor  recreational  opportunities.  The 
Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  has  5 
regional  offices  throughout  the  state,  in 
addition  to  its  main  Springfield  offices  and 
one  branch  office  in  downtown  Chicago. 
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There  are  5  major  field  divisions  within  the 
Department: 

LAND  AND  HISTORIC  SITES 

Manages  over  270  state-owned  or  leased 
properties  —  parks,  conservation  areas, 
historic  sites,  natural  areas,  forests  — 
providing  recreational  opportunities  including 
picnicking,  camping,  fishing,  boating,  hiking, 
horseback  riding,  hunting  and  winter  sports. 
Summer  and  year  round  interpretive 
recreation  programs  such  as  slide  shows, 
nature  walks,  and  craft  demonstrations  are 
held  at  many  areas. 

FISHERIES 

Responsibilities  include  evaluation  of 
proposed  habitat  altering  activities,  fish 
population  analyses,  creel  census,  aquatic 
vegetation  control,  rehabilitation  of  fish 
populations,  fish  stocking,  fish  hatcheries, 
pollution  fish  kill  investigations,  commercial 
fishing  studies  and  special  investigations 
related  to  fisheries. 


Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Land  and  Historic  Sites  Division 
405  East  Washington 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
Phone:  217/782-6752 

Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Fisheries  Division 
100  East  Washington 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
Phone:  217/782-6424 

Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Wildlife  Resources  Division 
100 Vi  East  Washington 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
Phone:  217/782-6384 

Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Forestry  Division 
State  Fairgrounds 
Springfield,  IL  62702 
Phone:  217/782-2361 

Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Law  Enforcement  Division 
100  East  Washington 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
Phone:  217/782-6431 


III.  Adventure  Center 
1st  Floor 

State  of  Illinois  Building 
160  N.  LaSalle  Street 
Chicago 
Illinois  60601 
Phone:  312/793-2071 


REGION  I 
P.O.  Box  708 
405  Emmons 
Rock  Falls 
Illinois  61071 
Phone:  815/625-2968 


REGION  II 
110  James  Road 
Spring  Grove 
Illinois  60081 
Phone:  815/675-2385 


REGION  III 
8  Henson  Place 
Champaign 
Illinois  61820 
Phone:  217/333-5773 


Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Licenses  and  Permits 
605  Stratton  Building 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
Phone:  217/782-2964 


REGION  IV 
34  W.  Broadway 
Alton 

Illinois  62002 
Phone:  618/462-1181 


Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
Information  and  Education 
603  Stratton  Building 
Springfield,  IL  62706 
Phone:  217/782-7454 


REGION  V 
P.O.  Box  D 
Benton 
Illinois  62812 
Phone:  618/435-8138 


WILDLIFE  RESOURCES 

Management  involves  land  counseling  for 
wildlife  enhancement  on  public  and  private 
lands,  game  farm  operations,  ‘‘Acres  for 
Wildlife”  program  (preservation  of  wildlife 
habitat  on  private  land)  and  ‘‘Roadside 
Seeding”  program  (establishment  of  nesting 
habitat  for  pheasants  along  county  roadways) 
and  assessing  game  and  non-game 
populations  to  determine  population  trends. 

FORESTRY 

Major  programs  include  fire  protection,  forest 
management,  nursery  operations, 
reforestation  advice,  assistance  in  timber 
harvesting,  assistance  to  wood  using 
industries,  administration  of  the  Timber 
Buyers  Licensing  Act,  providing  information 
on  tree  diseases  and  insects,  and  the  sale  of 
tree  identification  books. 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

Responsibilities  include  enforcement  of 
Game  and  Fish  Codes,  Boating  Act,  Timber 
Buyers  Act,  Snowmobile  Act,  Endangered 
Species  Protection  Act,  Forest  Fire 
Protection  Act,  citizen  security  on  all 
Department-owned  property  in  Illinois,  and 
search,  rescue  and  body  recovery  operations 
on  all  waters  in  Illinois.  Also  conducts 
classes  on  hunting,  boating  and 
snowmobiling  education  and  safety. 

OTHER  SUPPORT  DIVISIONS 
INCLUDE: 

— Administrative  Services  (accounting, 
grants,  licenses  and  permits). 

— Planning  and  Development  (land 

acquisition,  site  planning  and  engineering). 

CONSERVATION  OFFICES 

At  each  regional  office  and  in  Springfield, 
there  are  wildlife  and  fisheries  biologists, 
foresters,  land  managers,  law  enforcement 
officers  and  others  who  can  help  you  with 
any  specific  conservation-related  problem.  In 
addition,  these  offices,  plus  the  Chicago 
Office,  have  hunting  and  fishing  licenses, 
permit  applications  and  literature  available. 


ACTIVITIES  AND  SERVICES 


BOATING 

Rentals  are  available  at  some  sites  during 
the  summer  months.  Private  boats  must  be 
registered  and  properly  equipped  with  safety 
devices.  Boat  registrations  are  $4.00,  are 
valid  for  2  years  and  expire  on  June  30. 
Classes  in  elementary  boat  safety  for  ages 
8-12,  as  well  as  certification  classes  in 
boating  safety,  are  available. 

CAMPING 

Camping  is  offered  for  14  consecutive  nights 
and  is  on  a  first  come-first  served  basis. 

Fees  run  from  $1.00  per  night  for  no 
vehicular  acces  to  $5.00  per  night  for  full 
facilities  (showers,  electricity,  dump  station). 
Illinois  residents  62-64  years  of  age  can 
camp  for  half  price;  handicapped  or  disabled 
Illinois  residents  can  camp  free;  and  any 
Illinois  resident  65  years  or  older  can  camp 
free.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining  rooms  are 
available  at  some  areas. 


FISHING 

Anglers  must  have  a  license  in  their 


possession  at  all  times  while  fishing  and  are 
required  to  purchase  a  Salmon  Stamp  prior 
to  the  taking  of  salmon  and  trout.  A  fishing 
license  and  a  Salmon  Stamp  are  valid  from 
April  1  through  March  31  of  each  year.  Fees 
are  (including  agent’s  fees): 


Resident  license;  annual 
Resident  salmon  stamp;  annual 
Non-resident  license;  10  days 
Non-resident  license;  annual 


$2.25 

$2.25 

$4.25 


Reciprocal 
(minimum  is  $6.00) 
$2.25 


Non-resident  salmon  stamp;  annual 


Illinois  residents  who  are  exempt  from  the 
purchase  of  a  fishing  license  or  Salmon 
Stamp  include:  persons  under  16,  65  and 
older,  disabled,  blind  or  on  leave  from  the 
U.S.  Armed  Forces;  persons  at  daily  fee 
fishing  areas;  and  those  fishing  at  waters  on 
or  flowing  over  their  own  land. 


HUNTING 


Hunters  must  have  a  license  in  their 
possession  at  all  times  while  hunting  and  are 
required  to  purchase  a  Federal  and  a  State 
Migratory  Bird  Hunting  Stamp  before  the 
taking  of  migratory  waterfowl  (the  Federal 
stamp  is  available  at  U.S.  Post  Offices).  A 
hunting  license  and  the  state  migratory 
stamp  are  valid  from  April  1  to  March  31  of 
each  year.  Fees  are  (including  agent’s  fees): 


Resident  license;  annual 

Resident  state  migratory  stamp;  annual 

Non-resident  license;  annual 

Federal  migratory  stamp;  annual 
(Available  at  U.S.  Post  Offices) 


$3.25 

$5.25 


Reciprocal 
(minimum  is  $1 5.00) 
$5.00 


Other  permits  are  issued  on  a  quota  basis  for 
specific  areas  including  deer,  pheasant, 
goose,  duck  and  turkey. 

Illinois  residents  who  are  exempt  from  the 
purchase  of  a  hunting  license  or  state 
migratory  waterfowl  stamp  include  persons 
65  or  older,  physically  disabled,  or  on  leave 
from  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces;  or  an  owner  or 
tenant  and  their  immediate  family  who  reside 
and  hunt  on  their  land.  A  person  under  16 
needs  the  written  consent  of  a  parent  or 
guardian,  a  hunter  safety  certificate,  or  proof 
of  a  previous  hunting  license  to  purchase  a 
current  hunting  license.  The  Illinois 
Department  of  Law  Enforcement  requires  all 
Illinois  residents  who  own  or  have  a  firearm 
in  their  possession  to  be  registered  with  its 
agency  and  to  have  a  Firearm  Owner’s 
Identification  Card  (even  if  they  do  not  own 
the  firearm). 


NOTICE:  This  brochure  is  a  guide  only. 
Fees  are  subject  to  change. 


ILLINOIS  HERITAGE  DAYS 

Illinois  Heritage  Days  is  a  series  of  weekend 
festivals,  concerts,  recreational  outings  and 
historic  re-creations  held  at  various  state 
sites  throughout  the  year.  The  events  are 
designed  to  increase  the  visitors’  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  Illinois’  cultural  and 
natural  history.  A  calendar  of  these  events  is 
available. 

OUTDOOR  HIGHLIGHTS 

The  Department  publishes  a  newsletter  about 
conservation,  environment  and  outdoor 
recreation  in  Illinois.  Outdoor  Highlights  is 
$4.00  per  year  and  is  issued  weekly  April 
through  September,  semi-monthly  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

RECREATIONAL  AREAS 

A  comprehensive  brochure  on  recreational 
and  historic  sites  and  their  facilities  is 
available,  including  information  on  places  to 
hunt,  fishing,  boating,  snowmobiling, 
picnicking,  camping,  hiking  and  horse  trails. 
Individual  brochures  are  also  available  for 
most  sites. 

SNOWMOBILING 

Trails  are  available  at  some  sites  during  the 
winter  months.  Snowmobiles  must  be 
registered  and  properly  equipped  with  safety 
devices.  Registrations  are  $6.00,  are  valid  for 
2  years  and  expire  in  September.  Classes  in 
snowmobiling  safety  are  available. 

WINTER  SPORTS 

In  addition  to  snowmobiling,  many  sites  offer 
sledding,  ice  fishing  and  ice  skating  if 
weather  conditions  permit. 


For  licenses ,  regulations  or  further 
information  on  any  of  the  above  activities 
and  services ,  contact  any  conservation 
office. 

The  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation 
provides  many  services  to  benefit  you.  So  if 
you  have  a  problem  or  need  information, 
JUST  ASK  —  We'd  like  to  help! 
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